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Summary 
MiFuture held its 2026 Annual Project Review Meeting from 11 to 13 March at the 
University of Coimbra, gathering all partners and doctoral candidates. The first day 
focused on reviewing project progress, including research achievements in 6G 
technologies, and planning upcoming activities across work packages, training, and 
dissemination. The second day featured a cross-disciplinary entrepreneurship session, 
combining theoretical insights with group work on innovative business ideas. The event 
concluded with a joint workshop with the COST 6G-PHYSEC group, including keynote 
talks on positioning and physical-layer security. Overall, the meeting fostered 
collaboration, knowledge exchange, and a strong, forward-looking research and training 
environment. 
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Day 1 – Project review and work package planning 
The MiFuture meeting in Coimbra opened on 11 March 2026 with welcome remarks by 
Marco Gomes from the University of Coimbra, host and organiser of the event. Ana García 
Armada, MiFuture Project Coordinator, then welcomed all participants, presented the 
agenda for the three-day meeting and celebrated the 30th anniversary of the MSCA 
program. The meeting was held at the Department of Mathematics of the University of 
Coimbra Representatives of all beneficiaries attended, together with all 15 Doctoral 
Candidates. 

The first session provided an overall review of the project’s progress to date. It covered the 
main management and coordination aspects, including recruitment status, document 
management, internal procedures, management meetings, deliverables and milestones. 
The session also highlighted the main research achievements already obtained across 
the project, such as progress in smart repeaters, cell-free distributed MIMO, OTA and 
measurement, positioning and channel parameter estimation, OTFS/ISAC signal 
processing, SLAM and sensing, AI/ML methods for sensing and positioning, and the study 
of fundamental performance limits.  
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In addition, the session reviewed the training dimension of the project, confirming that 
Career Development Plans are already available for all Doctoral Candidates and reporting 
on the completion of several network-wide and transversal training activities. Feedback 
collected from the DCs showed a very positive overall assessment of supervision and 
training quality.  

The second session focused on the future activities for WPs 1 to 4. It addressed the next 
deliverables and milestones planned for 2026 and 2027 and discussed the research 
objectives to be pursued in the coming phase of the project. The session also examined 
the balance between academic and industrial periods, the organisation of secondments, 
and the students’ perspective on these experiences, with a view to ensuring that 
upcoming activities remain well aligned with both the scientific goals of the consortium 
and the training needs of the Doctoral Candidates. This part of the meeting served mainly 
to structure the forward planning of the work packages and to prepare the next 
implementation steps.  

The third session was devoted to the upcoming activities for WPs 5 to 7. It reviewed future 
deliverables for 2026 and 2027, as well as the next planned schools, including activities 
related to standardisation, 6G vision, and diversity, inclusion and gender issues. The 
discussion also considered the evaluation of the training programme and the feedback 
received from the DCs, which pointed to the need for more intensive face-to-face 
workshops, more hands-on technical content, greater interactivity, and stronger industry-
oriented perspectives. In the area of communication, dissemination and exploitation, 
several concrete proposals were presented, including participation in policy-related 
events, the preparation of a MiFuture policy brief, the production of audio-visual training 
materials, the systematic release of data and code repositories, annual press and media 
actions, outreach activities for European Researchers’ Night and Science Week, 
initiatives to promote STEM studies among women, and participation in technology 
festivals. Overall, the session helped define a more structured and impact-oriented 
roadmap for the next phase of the project.  
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Day 2 – Horizontal Session 
On the second day, a cross-disciplinary training session on entrepreneurship took place. 
The session was delivered by Professors Pedro Sebastião, Rui Ferreira, and Ana Fonseca 
from Audax ISCTE. Following a theoretical introduction to topics such as technology 
transfer, development phases, higher education and companies, innovative start-ups and 
spin-offs, and multidisciplinary knowledge, the students took part in a group workshop in 
which they were asked to propose an innovative business idea. Each group then 
presented its proposal, which was discussed and commented on by the lecturers. 
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The day concluded with an engaging guided tour for the joint MiFuture and COST group 
around the university and the historic part of the city, followed by a gala dinner at the Hotel 
Quinta das Lágrimas, where participants also had the opportunity to enjoy an authentic 
fado performance. 
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Day 3: Joint MiFuture–COST 6G PHYSEC Technical 
Session 
On the third day, a joint workshop session was held together with the COST 6G-PHYSEC 
group, bringing together researchers and students around key topics in wireless security, 
positioning, and future communication systems. The morning opened with two keynote 
talks: Elena Simona Lohan spoke on Interference Resilience in Satellite-Based 
Positioning, addressing threats such as spoofing and jamming in GNSS systems, while 
Stefano Tomasin presented Opportunities and Challenges for Physical Layer Security in 
Wireless Networks, highlighting the growing importance of physical-layer protection in 
future wireless standards. This was followed by a special session on physical-layer 
security for next-generation body area networks, focusing on the ETSI SmartBAN 
approach. 
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In the afternoon, the students had the opportunity to present their doctoral research 
projects during a poster session (see the Annex for the posters). 
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Overall, the meeting proved to be highly productive and enriching for both students and 
supervisors. It provided a valuable opportunity to meet in person, strengthen connections 
within the network, exchange ideas, and learn from a wide range of inspiring and forward-
looking topics. The combination of academic discussion, interdisciplinary training, and 
informal interaction created a particularly stimulating environment, reinforcing the 
collaborative spirit of the project and leaving participants with a strong sense of 
motivation and optimism for the next stages of their work. 
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Annex: MiFuture DCs Posters 
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